[Delayed nonspecific cutaneous hypersensitivity in extrinsic allergic alveolitis and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis].
A study of delayed nonspecific cutaneous hypersensitivity in extrinsic allergic alveolitis and in idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. 13 patients with extrinsic allergic alveolitis, 10 with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, 34 with sarcoidosis and a control group of 110 subjects without respiratory disease or apparent defects in cell immunity were evaluated. The skin tests of delayed hypersensitivity were carried out with five antigenic extracts (candidin, staphylococcal toxoid, tuberculin-PPD, trichophyllin, streptokinase-streptodornase). The reactions were read after 48 hours. Delayed nonspecific cutaneous hypersensitivity was globally calculated, both quantitatively (sum of the mean diameters) and quantitatively (overall average of positive reactions). No significant differences were found between the group of patients with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis and the control group, nor between those with extrinsic allergic alveolitis and those with sarcoidosis. However, differences were found between the control group and the patients with extrinsic allergic alveolitis, both in the quantitative and the qualitative analysis. Delayed nonspecific cutaneous hypersensitivity in extrinsic allergic alveolitis is depressed in a similar way as in sarcoidosis, whereas it appears to be preserved in idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. Therefore, extrinsic allergic alveolitis should be considered as another cause of reduction of delayed nonspecific cutaneous hypersensitivity as it is the case with sarcoidosis.